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pression, for starting a reign of terror and thereby consolidating its
power. Thus, unruly behaviour at one place with civil disobe-
dience at another is as futile as grinding corn in a quern and then
collecting in a dish the flour as it comes out of it or soiling a piece
of cloth immediately it has been washed. One may go on pouring
water in a leaky jar, but not a drop will remain. In the same way,
no amount of discipline exhibited in an atmosphere of violence will
avail us. We must first create an atmosphere of discipline and peace
throughout the country. Happily or unhappily for us, we make
the claim that the whole of India is with us, with the non-co-
operation movement. It is our claim that not only are the many
lakhs enrolled on the Congress register with us, but that we have
such influence over the crores outside that they too are \vith us.
We must claim this. If the people are not with us, for whom are
we to struggle and win swaraj ? If they are with the Government,
can we compel them to be free? Our present movement for swaraj
and for the redress of the Khilafat and the Punjab wrongs rests on
our claim that we voice the people's grievances and that we are
employing means which they have accepted, that is, that people
want to win swaraj through peaceful methods.
If this belief of mine is not right, I, we, have committed a
grave error. If those of us who have faith in non-violent means
are only a handful, it means not that we can do nothing but that
our plan should be different. In that case, non-co-operators being
led to prison need not be followed by crowds. If, like those who
co-operate with the Government, we too enjoyed no regard from
the people, we could have offered civil disobedience to our heart's
content, because then nobody would have violated peace in OUT
name.
DIFFERENCE
The civil disobedience, which we soon expected to start in
Gujarat was to be offered on behalf of the whole country. We
had hoped that, through it, we would win swaraj and strengthen
the movement for Khilafat. Hence, it was necessary that the whole
country should preserve peace and thus show its moral support.
< Apart from this, anyone may offer civil disobedience for a local grie-
vance, as people are doing just now in Chirala-Perala and Mulshi
Peta. We have even sympathy for the people in these places and
we may help them if we can. In any case, we can remain neutral.
But the effect of violence is so harmful that, if we impulsively start
it in Bombay to show our sympathy with Ghirala-Perala, the people
there would have to suffer all the more.